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Grassroots groups hold the line on hard-won victories

H A N B I T K WO N

W

hen the Obama administration
announced in late 2015
that it would be targeting
undocumented immigrants
from Central America in a new wave of raids,
Racial & Economic Justice Fund grantee
New Sanctuary Movement (NSM) took action
immediately to create a rapid response team.
NSM has developed a network of allies who
are trained to support people who are at
risk and to document raids. Anyone can call
NSM’s hotline to mobilize the network when
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)
agents show up.
“We support the family and show ICE
that we will not stand quietly,” says Blanca
Pacheco, NSM’s assistant director.
After last November’s general election,
NSM put out a call for more people to join
the rapid response team. They received an
overwhelming amount of interest, with more
than 1,200 people responding in less than
two weeks.
In the face of increased attacks, grantees
are deepening connections across issues
and movements and mobilizing people
quickly as needs arise.
“We have always loosely talked about
working with different communities,” says
Erika Almiron, executive director of Racial &
Economic Justice Fund grantee Juntos. “This
is the time to actually do it. If we are going

Demonstrators support the Global Women’s Strike in Philadelphia in March

increasing deportations of undocumented
people, establishing a ban on Muslim people
entering the country, and dismantling the
Affordable Care Act—have become terrifying
realities.
“For allies, it was kind of like the end of
the world, because there was no way to deny
it now. For us as immigrants, it wasn’t new,”
Pacheco says.
Grassroots groups are gaining activists
newly awakened to
these realities. Shortly
after the presidential
election, Angela York
Crane discovered
Tuesdays with
Toomey, a group that
holds weekly rallies at Sen. Toomey’s office.
“I’m a 55-year-old white lady. I’m probably
going to make it through this,” Crane says.
“There are marginalized groups that are really
going to be hurt who were already living on

“Building that fear into strength to fight back
and bringing people together has been really
moving.” — Blanca Pacheco
to win everything back, it has to be done
together.”
Since Pres. Trump took office, many of
his campaign threats—including eliminating
environmental protection regulations,

the edge. I needed to do the work to be with
them. There’s a little bit of shame of what
took me so long, but I’m not going to let that
keep me back now.”
Tuesdays with Toomey educates rally
participants by bringing in speakers with
long histories of organizing in Philadelphia,
including Bread & Roses grantees such as
POWER, Philadelphia Jobs with Justice, and
Earth Quaker Action Team.
Movements for change are holding the
line and, rather than scrambling, finding
opportunity in the midst of crisis. Organizers
are figuring out how to take advantage of the
current energy, according to Pacheco.
“Our undocumented members are afraid,
but they want to fight back,” she says.
“Building that fear into strength to fight back
and bringing people together has been really
moving.”
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LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Dear friends,

For four decades, Bread & Roses
has invested in powerful grassroots
organizing in the Philadelphia region.
It is our robust network of organized
Casey Cook
communities that enables us to
resist the challenges we’re now
facing on so many fronts.
The challenges before us can’t be met without
increasing resources. We need to support the
organizers who are fighting for all of us every day.
We need to move more money. We all need to get
involved.
I’m excited to announce that Bread & Roses
will be running two Giving Projects this year. This
means we’ll be making a second round of Racial
& Economic Justice Fund and Future Fund grants
to grassroots organizers in the region.
This time of crisis in our nation is propelling
people into action. It’s up to all of us to use this
moment to put forward our shared vision of a
just, equitable world. We have a deep history of

struggle to draw on and a steadfast commitment
to pressing forward until all of us are free.
As pressures increase, it’s more important
than ever to strengthen our relationships with
each other and build community across issues.
Our town hall, featured at right, was a good
reminder of how powerful we can feel when we
gather together.
I encourage you to feel that power for yourself
and join us on June 28 at On the Rise for Real
Change, our annual event announcing and
honoring our grantees. Let’s gather strength from
our shared community as we buckle down for the
fights that lie ahead.
Please also mark your calendars for Nov. 14,
when we celebrate 40 years of resistance at the
Tribute to Change.
Sincerely,

Casey Cook
Executive director

DONOR PROFILE

LaTrista Webb
“I think Bread & Roses is unique because it has
a real community feel. It’s very inclusive, very
culturally aware,” says LaTrista Webb, a member
of the spring 2017 Giving Project.
Webb is the executive director of the Elevation
Project, a Phoebus Criminal Justice Initiative
grantee that supports people who are currently
or formerly incarcerated. She sees this work as a
piece of a larger movement for social justice. “I
recognize that I’m not working on the only issue
in our country,” she says, “but if I give to Bread
& Roses, they in turn give the money to someone
who works in an area that I don’t work in.”

Why she gives:
“There’s a lot right and wrong in this country,
and I might not touch all the areas,
but my financial contribution may touch areas
that I can’t.”
The cross-race, cross-class nature of
the Giving Project, Webb says, offered her
an opportunity to see things from a different
perspective. During the Giving Project race and
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class training, Webb was moved to hear people
speak so candidly about their class backgrounds:
“It opened my eyes that everyone wealthy is not
bad.”
For Webb, the biggest lesson the Giving
Project provided was recognizing a broader sense
of community. “I don’t have to stay in my little
circle to get the work done,” she says. “There are
all sorts of people who want to see social justice
happen.”

GRANTEE PROFILE

Juntos

“Organizing with black and
brown folks, poor folks, and
queer folks will win us back
this country.” — Erika Almiron
workers, parents, youth, and immigrants.
Almiron describes it as a “space for
community members to discuss issues and
learn campaigning, strategy, and the political
context of our lives.”
Juntos builds community power through
legal clinics, cultural events, and campaigns
on behalf of workers and incarcerated

and brown folks in the city,” says
Almiron. “We have to talk about stopand-frisk, decarceration, and the cash
bail system. Organizing with black and
brown folks, poor folks, and queer
folks will win us back this country.”
Juntos will be working to expand
its sanctuary efforts by establishing
a “Human Rights Zone” in South
Philadelphia—going door-to-door to
educate community members on
defending their rights and protecting
their neighbors by documenting raids,
harassment, and abuse by ICE.
Building coalitions across issues
is critical to the work of Juntos. “Our
communities are fighting for an end to
criminalization that includes getting to be
your whole self,” says Almiron. “It’s about
fighting for the education you deserve. It’s
about fighting against worrying you will be
removed from your home. It’s about fighting
against hate.”
H A RV E Y F I N K E L

“Historically, people have siloed immigrant
rights as an issue of gaining citizenship,”
says Erika Almiron, executive director of
Juntos. “Our communities are fighting for
something way bigger than that. Citizenship
has never guaranteed freedom.”
A Racial & Economic Justice Fund
grantee, Juntos is a community-led Latinx
organization fighting for human rights for

individuals. The group’s “Know Your Rights”
workshops on interacting with Immigration
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) have already
reached over 500 families.
Although Philadelphia has received a
lot of attention for being a “sanctuary city”
where local law enforcement does not
collaborate with ICE, Juntos believes there is
more to be done to establish true sanctuary
for all.
“We cannot call ourselves a sanctuary
when we talk about over-policing of black

“We need more time to listen to each other,”
according to the group of children who
participated in Bread & Roses’ fifth annual
town hall on March 28 to discuss ideas for
how to build justice and equity in our region.
More than 150 people attended the
gathering, titled “The Fire THIS Time:
Community Organizing Then and Now,” at
Taller Puertorriqueño.
The town hall offered a space for both
seasoned organizers and first-time activists
to ground themselves in the history of local
people’s movements. Together, participants
recognized that we all stand on the shoulders
of so many people, both well-known and
unsung, whose fights for justice we now carry
forward.
Inspired by Bread & Roses’ 40th
anniversary, the town hall planning
committee created an oversized timeline
populated with racial and economic justice
victories, milestones, and struggles over
the last 40 years. As participants entered
the room, they were invited to add depth to
the timeline by writing in their own personal
stories and remembrances.

E R I K A G UA DA L U P E N U Ñ E Z

Fifth annual town hall elevates our collective history of
community organizing

Participants gather at Bread & Roses’ town hall in March to reflect on 40 years of movements for change

The program opened with uplifting singing
and drumming by Rev. Rhetta Morgan of
Ecclesia Spiritual Center and Malik WilfordWilliams of Urban Creators. From there,
participants formed small groups to reflect
on organizing in the past, share experiences

of today’s activism and resistance, and look
ahead toward a shared vision of real change.
In closing, Juntos executive director Erika
Almiron reminded the room that “those who
are most marginalized will be the light and
leadership in this moment.”
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ANNOUNCING A
SECOND ROUND OF
GRANTS IN 2017
As movements for change
rise up to resist threats to our
hard-won victories, Bread &
Roses is stepping up to meet
the increased need for funding.
The Racial & Economic Justice
Fund and the Future Fund will
be accepting applications for a
second round of grants this fall.
Visit http://breadrosesfund.org/
grants-scholarships/
for more information.

Phoebus Criminal Justice Initiative grantee
Prison Radio has been rallying supporters
of Mumia Abu-Jamal to demand hepatitis C
treatment for him since he fell critically ill
in 2015. On March 31, the Department of
Corrections lost its second appeal to deny
treatment — a decision that will enable
treatment for over 200 people in Pennsylvania
prisons, including Abu-Jamal.

@breadrosesfund
@breadrosesfund

Supporters of Mumia Abu-Jamal in Philadelphia in March
demand hepatitis C treatment for prisoners
•

Thanks to consistent pressure by Racial &
Economic Justice Fund grantee Philadelphia
Coalition for Affordable Communities, the
Philadelphia Land Bank will be doubling the
number of properties allocated to affordable
housing in the 2017 strategic plan.
•

facebook.com/
breadandroses

H A RV E Y F I N K L E

GRANTS IN ACTION

In February Future Fund grantee Girls Justice
League held their second annual Turning Points
Conference, titled “Escaping the Systems:
Fighting for the Rights, Justice & Liberation
of Girls.” The conference was led by 8th- to
12th-grade girls and featured discussions on
education policy, sex and gender, and criminal
justice.
•

Bread & Roses grantees Reconstruction Inc.,
Youth Art & Self-empowerment Project, Asian
Americans United, Juntos, New Sanctuary
Movement, and other allies collaborated to
create the People’s District Attorney Platform,
spotlighting the office’s importance in shaping
our criminal legal system. The coalition fought
for district attorney candidates to adopt the
platform, which included ending targeting of
black and brown communities, committing to
resentencing young people facing life without
parole, and increasing transparency and
accountability.
•

