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C H A N G E ,  N O T  C H A R I T Y

RELEASE exhibit and program series explore
gender justice and mass incarceration

In the past year, #blacklivesmatter has
brought national attention to state-
sanctioned violence against people of

color. However, the experiences of women
and transgender people of color remain
marginalized even in this dialogue. In order to
amplify gendered experiences of state-
sanctioned violence against people of color,
Bread & Roses has partnered with Leeway
Foundation to present RELEASE, an art
exhibition and program series that will run
from February 26 through June 30.

RELEASE explores the intersection of gender
justice and mass incarceration from a variety
of perspectives and artistic disciplines. The
series includes two art exhibits: Lifers, a
portrait series by Mary Dewitt telling the
stories of women sentenced to life without
parole in Pennsylvania, and No Selves to
Defend, an exhibit that reflects the
experiences of women incarcerated for
defending themselves against abusive
partners. 

No Selves to Defend co-curator Rachel Caidor
explains the exhibit’s aims:

We want to show through art and
artifacts the long-established legacy of
criminal legal systems persecuting
women of color for asserting our right
to be free from harm. Claims of self-
defense are not available to women
and trans people of color because we
are not deemed human — we have no
selves to defend. In light of this, we
want to share the rich and ongoing
history of black and brown women
organizing to support each other when
formal systems fail us.

Many of Bread & Roses’ grantees have
signed on as community partners for the

RELEASE series, including 1LoveMovement,
Why Not Prosper, the Youth Art and Self-
empowerment Project, the Pennsylvania
Innocence Project, Books Through Bars, Girls
Justice League, Sisters Returning Home
(formerly Reunification Transportation
Services), and Hearts on a Wire. These
organizations are working to advance gender
justice both within and outside the prison
industrial complex.

“The main narrative of the mass incarceration
system is within the context of men’s
experiences,” said Mia-lia Kiernan, national
organizer for 1Love Movement, which targets
systems of removal such as deportation,
detention, and incarceration. “We want to
change that male-dominated narrative and
make systems accountable to families and
communities as a whole.” 

FROM THE   

Leeway Foundation and Bread &
Roses Community Fund present
RELEASE, an art exhibition and
program series that explores
the intersection of gender
justice and mass incarceration. 

RELEASE provides shared spaces for
women, transgender, and gender
nonconforming survivors of the prison
industrial complex and local artists,
cultural producers, and activists to
critically reflect and build power for
change.

Join us for these RELEASE events:

• Through June 30: Lifers and No Selves
to Defend exhibits on display at Leeway
Foundation

• March 25: Town hall on gender justice
and mass incarceration

• April 22: Film screening of Out in the
Night and Free CeCe

Visit leeway.org/release for information
on additional events as they are
announced. 

As part of the RELEASE series, we invite
people to schedule meetings to discuss
gender justice, mass incarceration,
detention, and deportation in the Leeway
community room where the exhibits will
be hanging through the end of June.
Contact Aarati Kasturirangan at
215.731.1107 ext. 206 to discuss
bringing your group into the space.
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LETTER  FROM THE  EXECUT IVE  D IRECTOR

When the members of a new giving circle were
looking for a home for their community-directed
grantmaking idea, they immediately thought of
Bread & Roses. 

“Our group has a strong social justice orientation,
so Bread & Roses seemed like an obvious fit,”
said Jenny Weissbourd, chair of the EPIP
Philadelphia Giving Circle. The circle is an
initiative of the Philadelphia chapter of
Emerging Practitioners in Philanthropy (EPIP),
a national network of foundation profes -
sionals and social entrepreneurs dedicated 
to building a just, equitable, and sustainable
society. 

The EPIP Philadelphia Giving Circle has taken
a novel approach to community-directed
philanthropy. The circle sought applications
from well-connected members of Philadelphia
communities to become a “community connector”
to inform their grantmaking. Phil Fitzgerald, a
member of the giving circle, described this role:
“We will learn from them what their community’s
needs are, and they will join the giving circle.” This
design is intended to put community needs first
and funding criteria second. 

“We want to shift power dynamics and create a
pipeline to fund projects that aren’t easily fundable
by large philanthropic institutions,” said Weissbourd.

“This is collective giving,” added Fitzgerald.
“Everyone can give.” 

This year, the giving circle will award a grant of at
least $1,000 to a community initiative identified by
the 2015 community connector.

The EPIP Philadelphia Giving Circle is actively
recruiting new members, who commit to
participating for one year. Members each
contribute a minimum of $100 and are also
strongly encouraged to fundraise within their
networks. 

Anyone interested in joining the giving circle or
finding out more about it can email
phillygivingcircle@epip.org.

Dear friends,

It’s springtime, and I’m happy to say
there are many new faces and
initiatives here at Bread & Roses. In
January we welcomed a new director
of programs, Aarati Kasturirangan,

and introduced her to the Bread & Roses
community at an open house in February. Aarati
brings tremendous experience and knowledge of
movements for social justice to Bread & Roses,
and you can read all about her on page 3. We’re
also welcoming three new board members — Jean
Hunt, Leah Pillsbury, and Fabricio Rodriguez —
who bring a wealth of skills to our work, including
community organizing, donor organizing, and
nonprofit management. Get to know them in the
sidebar on page 3.

Our grantee profile, at right, features the amazing,
prolific organizing of the Pennsylvania Student
Equality Coalition, which is completely youth-led.

Below, we’ve featured the EPIP Philadelphia Giving
Circle, an exciting new collective-giving initiative
that decided to make its home at Bread & Roses.
I’m thrilled to welcome this new partner to our
community.

Finally, our cover story announces RELEASE, a
powerful exhibit and program series focused on
gender justice and mass incarceration that we’re
hosting this spring along with our friends at
Leeway Foundation. The series includes a town
hall on gender justice and mass incarceration on
March 25 at the Friends Center, and we hope to
see you there.

Sincerely,

Casey Cook
executive director

Casey Cook
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D O N O R  P R O F I L E

New community-directed giving circle formed at Bread & Roses

Members of the EPIP Philadelphia Giving Circle at their
monthly meeting in February.



“Young people could be respected partners in
building community and social justice
advocacy,” said Jason Landau Goodman,
founding executive director of the
Pennsylvania Student Equality Coalition
(PSEC). PSEC organizes LGBTQ youth to be
successful community advocates and
advances LGBTQ youth issues in government.

PSEC is the first entirely youth-led statewide
LGBTQ advocacy organization in the country,
and their organizing work so far has been
strategic and effective. Last year, after the
Youth Action Conference that PSEC has
organized each year since 2011, the group
helped to secure an ordinance in Pittsburgh
prohibiting discrimination against trans
people.  

In Philadelphia and southeastern
Pennsylvania, PSEC has focused on changing
school district discrimination policies to
specifically include protections for LGBTQ
students. PSEC is advocating for the PA Safe
Schools Act, an anti-bullying law that would
help LGBTQ youth who are targeted for
bullying and violence in schools.

Beyond its extensive policy work, PSEC aims
to build community among LGBTQ youth.
“Through this work we are also helping to
save each other,” said Goodman. “Young
LGBTQ people are often in extreme
situations, and when we band together, the
impact is deeply empowering and lifelong.” 

PSEC is now establishing permanent
headquarters in Harrisburg thanks to a
$100,000 Queer Youth Fund grant that the
group was awarded in 2014, shortly after
receiving a $2,000 Future Fund grant from
Bread & Roses.

Pennsylvania Student Equality Coalition 
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Meet our new director 
of programs, Aarati
Kasturirangan
Aarati (“Arthi”)
Kasturirangan joined
Bread & Roses as
director of programs 
in January. Aarati is 
a longtime organizer,
activist, educator, and
researcher in
movements for gender justice, racial justice,
climate justice, and peace. She has a PhD in
community psychology from the University of
Illinois at Chicago. During her time in Chicago,
Aarati cofounded the Chicago chapter of
Incite! Women of Color Against Violence and
coordinated the 2002 Color of Violence
conference. 

As director of programs, Aarati focuses on
developing social change leaders, growing
grantee capacity, and convening gatherings of
changemakers. She moved to Philadelphia in
2013 and worked as program officer for
integration and impact with the American
Friends Service Committee. In addition, she
cofounded 350 Philly, a local effort to build a
movement for climate justice in Philadelphia.
Aarati lives in South Philadelphia with her
husband, Jonathan Lipman, and their two
children, Asha, 6, and Eli, 4. 
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Jean Hunt
Jean has lived in
Philadelphia since
1965 and has
been active in a
variety of struggles
for justice: civil
rights, the anti-war
movement, the
grape boycott, the
women’s movement, and neighborhood
organizing. Jean’s career has included paid
organizing, staff nursing, running a feminist
women’s health center, working for
Philadelphia Parks & Recreation, foundation
work, and running two nonprofits: Elizabeth
Blackwell Health Center for Women and the
Campaign for Working Families. Jean has
always supported the People’s Fund/Bread &
Roses because she believes in its mission of
strengthening organizing at its base, in
neighborhoods, among people most directly
impacted by injustice.

Leah P i l l sbur y
Leah is the capital
campaign director
for Farm &
Wilderness, a
nonprofit operating
six summer camps
and year-round
educational
programming. She
previously worked as a fundraiser for
Common Market and Mariposa Food Co-op. 
In her volunteer time, Leah raises money for
organizations and political candidates she
believes in and encourages others to think
more radically about the money they are
giving away or investing. She is a member of
Resource Generation. Leah is excited to bring
her passion for fundraising and more than 
10 years of experience working with
nonprofits to support Bread & Roses.

Fabr ic io  Rodr iguez
While working as
miners, Fabricio
and his father
attempted to win
the right to take a
lunch break.
Fabricio lost his job
as a result, while
his father fought on
and won lunch break rights for himself and
his coworkers. Fabricio has been inspired by
that fight and has been helping workers,
immigrants, and communities get organized
to win power ever since. He is an organizer
for POWER. Prior to that, he founded the local
Restaurant Opportunities Center and the
independent Philadelphia Security Officers
Union. Fabricio was a member of the Bread &
Roses Community Grantmaking Committee
for 10 years.

MEE T  OUR  N EW  BOARD  MEMBERS

PSEC Coordinating Committee members at
a strategy meeting in Harrisburg in
December 2014.
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Racial & Economic Justice Fund grantee
DreamActivist PA changed its name to Migrant
Power Movement to reflect their vision as a
grassroots group led by all undocumented
people, not just those affected by the DREAM
Act. The new name aims to communicate
inclusion of migrants regardless of criminal
record or socioeconomic status. 

On December 7, Racial & Economic Justice 
Fund grantee POWER organized a die-in
demonstration after an Eagles game, capturing
media attention for the issue of police brutality
against people of color. 

Phoebus Criminal Justice Initiative grantee New
Sanctuary Movement succeeded in sheltering
an undocumented mother, Angela Navarro, in
sanctuary for 58 days until she won her depor -
tation case on January 16. Three others remain
in sanctuary in protest of their deportation
orders. 

After ongoing activist efforts from Future Fund
grantee Parents United for Public Education, the
Commonwealth Court ruled on January 22 that
the School Reform Commission’s October 20
cancellation of the Philadelphia Federation of
Teachers’ contract was invalid. 

On January 19, several thousand protesters
gathered in Philadelphia for the Reclaim MLK
March. Many Bread & Roses grantees, including
POWER, Parents United for Public Education,
Youth United for Change, Philadelphia Student
Union, and Philadelphia Lawyers for Social
Equity, planned and participated in the march.
Philadelphia Student Union member Rodney
Burney, 15, addressed the crowd on issues
including police violence and the denial of
resources to poor black communities and
immigrant communities. 

G R A N T S  I N  A C T I O N
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frontlines

PASSAGES
Phil Africa, longtime member and
leader of MOVE, died in January
while imprisoned at SCI Dallas. 
He was a writer, artist, and revolu -
tionary who dedicated his life to
black liberation.

Florence Cohen, lifelong activist,
died in January. She and her late
husband, David Cohen, received the
Paul Robeson Lifetime Achievement
Award at the 2005 Tribute to Change
for devoting their careers to pre -
serving and expanding the rights of
oppressed people and communities
in Philadelphia.

FUNDS AND PROGRAMS
Racial & Economic Justice Fund  •  Future Fund  •  Phoebus Criminal Justice Initiative  •  Opportunity Fund
One Percent Fund  •  Donor-Advised Programs  •  Jonathan Lax Scholarship Fund  •  Barbara Smith Community School
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facebook.com/
breadandroses

@breadrosesfund

The crowd watches Philadelphia Student
Union member Rodney Burney’s speech at
the Reclaim MLK March on January 19.


