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C H A N G E ,  N O T  C H A R I T Y

Bread & Roses Community Fund celebrates 40th anniversary

S ince its founding in 1977, Bread & 
Roses Community Fund has been 
fueled by the belief that organizing 
communities drives real change. 

Harvey Finkle, a co-founder of the People’s 
Fund, the predecessor to Bread & Roses, 
describes how the need for such a fund 
arose: “A group of us tried to change the 
United Way. We said you should include 
groups that do social change, not just 
social services. We met with them and it 
was clear they weren’t going to do anything 
different, so we decided we were going to 
start an organization to fund social change 
groups.”

2017 marks the 40th anniversary of 
Bread & Roses, and funding social change 
remains critically important in the current 
political climate. “I think it’s going to be 
a hard time,” Finkle says. “What gives 
me hope is the numbers. The people that 
turned out to the women’s marches was so 
far beyond what we might have expected 
in Philly, in Washington, all over the world. 
What gives me hope is that people are 
mobilized.”

Throughout the year, storyteller Susan 
Klein is conducting interviews and sifting 
through archives and images to tell the 
story of Bread & Roses’ first 40 years. She 
will present the story at the Tribute to Change 
in October.

Already, themes are beginning to emerge 
in Klein’s research, such as the commitment 
to democratic process in the founding of the 
People’s Fund. Each person had an equal 
say in how the grants were made regardless 
of how much money they donated. “What I’ve 

learned is that in those formative meetings, 
everyone’s response to [the process] was 
vociferous—no silent partners here,” 

she says. “They all 
had opinions and 
preferences and all 
wanted to be included. 
They proved that 
democracy can be 
boisterous and messy 

yet truly exhilarating and desirable.”
Democratic grantmaking is still at the 

heart of Bread & Roses. The Giving Project, 
successfully piloted in 2016 and running 
twice in 2017, offers a new name and 
structure for that steadfast principle. It builds 

on democratic grantmaking by adding political 
education and intensive fundraising training, 
which together promise to center Bread & 
Roses as a home for a new generation of 
activists and organizers.

In Bread & Roses’ archives, Klein came 
across a letter that artist Sam Maitin had 
written on the back of a poster he created 
to mark the organization’s second decade 
in which he said, “The power of an aroused 
public is unbeatable.” Klein notes that 
rather than having reached a point where 
this particular sentiment has lost some of 
its impact, it still resonates today. “Bread & 
Roses becomes even more important, more 
urgent,” she says.
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“ [The founders of Bread & Roses] proved that 
democracy can be boisterous and messy yet truly 
exhilarating and desirable.”    – Susan Klein
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LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Harvey Finkle was one of the first-ever donors 
to Bread & Roses back in 1970, when it was 
a new project he was organizing as part of a 
group called People for Human Rights. According 
to Finkle, the group decided to raise money 
to fund organizing for change, not charity, in 
the Philadelphia region and beyond. Everyone 
donated their own money and raised money from 
others to grow the pot for grants to grassroots 
organizations such as the Black Panthers, the 
Young Lords, and the Kensington Welfare Rights 
Union. “Bread & Roses has always been unique 
because it is the only place that funds social 
change,” Finkle says. “That’s our mission.”

Finkle is a documentary photographer who 
has captured thousands of moments from our 
movements for change throughout his career. 
He has documented the activities of progressive 

organizations such as ACT UP Philadelphia, 
ADAPT, Kensington Welfare Rights Union, and 
Project HOME. His widely exhibited and published 
work also includes an extensive collection of 
images focused on education and Deaf culture. 
Bread & Roses honored Finkle’s achievements at 
the 2009 Tribute to Change.

“I’m proud of being involved in starting Bread 
& Roses,” Finkle says. “What it’s grown into is 
amazing. I feel enriched, and I think we enriched 
the progressive community. Forty years later, 
we’re still here and we’re still raising money, and 
that’s phenomenal.”

Dear friends,

It’s been 40 years since Bread & 
Roses Community Fund made its 
first grants. Throughout 2017 we’ll 
be celebrating and honoring how 
far we’ve come together, but this 
is certainly not a moment to rest 

on our laurels. Our lives, our families, and our 
communities are under attack. But as I look to 
Bread & Roses’ history, I see that our movements 
have endured attacks before. We have fought 
back. And we have won. 

On the cover of this newsletter, you can read 
about why Bread & Roses was established in 
1977 and how we’ve evolved to meet changing 
needs.

The donor profile below offers you a glimpse 
at the indomitable Harvey Finkle, a co-founder of 
the People’s Fund, Bread & Roses’ predecessor. 
We’re truly blessed that so many of our 

co-founders are still active and involved in Bread & 
Roses today. They continue to generously donate 
their time, money, and wisdom to strengthen our 
movements for real change. In so many ways, we 
stand on their shoulders.

At right, we’re highlighting ACT UP 
Philadelphia, a group that received its first grant 
from Bread & Roses 25 years ago. I’m also 
pleased to introduce three new board members. 
You can get to know them at the bottom of the 
opposite page.

Keep an eye out for opportunities to join us in 
celebrating our 40th anniversary throughout the 
year!

Sincerely,

Casey Cook 
Executive director

Casey Cook
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D O N O R  P R O F I L E

Harvey Finkle
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Why he gives:  
“We need to give what little bucks we have to 
those people on the ground who are out there 

every day bringing about change.”



ACT UP PHILADELPHIA
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G R A N T E E  P R O F I L E

N E W  B O A R D  M E M B E R S

“For me, it comes down to reducing 
stigma about HIV and AIDS,” says Jamaal 
Henderson, a member of the AIDS Coalition 
to Unleash Power (ACT UP) Philadelphia, a 
Racial & Economic Justice Fund grantee. 
“This disease could be no worse than 

diabetes if managed properly, but people 
are still being infected at high rates because 
partners are worried to say, ‘I’m positive.’”

ACT UP Philadelphia first received a 
grant from Bread & Roses in 1992. The 
group is committed to ensuring that people 
with HIV have access to “the regular kind 
of dignities most people have but the 

government feels that people with HIV don’t 
deserve,” Henderson says. “We are united 
in anger and committed to ending the AIDS 
crisis through nonviolent direct action.” 

For ACT UP Philadelphia, securing these 
dignities includes fighting for accessible 
and affordable housing, marching against 
police brutality, and fighting racism in the 
Gayborhood. ACT UP Philadelphia advocates 

for all aspects of wellness for people with 
HIV and pays specific attention to the 
LGBTQ community, women, people of color, 
and injection drug users. The group’s efforts 
made naloxone (Narcan), a medication 
that instantly reverses an opiate overdose, 
widely accessible to first responders in 
Philadelphia. ACT UP Philadelphia has 
also been instrumental in pushing for the 
publication of the AIDS assessment survey, 
which evaluates the needs of homeless 
people living with HIV and AIDS.  

Right now, ACT UP Philadelphia is 
building a statewide coalition to secure 
more affordable housing and protect the 
Affordable Care Act. “Thousands of people 
living with HIV access their medication 
through the Affordable Care Act and the 
Medicaid expansion,” Henderson says. 
“The priority right now is keeping access to 
medication.” 
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In“ We are united in anger and 
committed to ending the AIDS 
crisis through nonviolent direct 
action.” – Jamaal Henderson

Elicia Gonzales
Elicia Gonzales has worked in the social 
justice field for more than 19 years. She 
holds master’s degrees in social work 
and human sexuality education and is an 
adjunct professor for Widener University’s 
Center for Human Sexuality Studies and 
co-founder of the SEXx Collective. From 
2009 to 2016 she served as executive 
director for GALAEI, a queer Latinx 
social justice organization. Elicia sits 
on the boards of Planned Parenthood of 
Southeastern PA and Camp Sojourner Girls’ 
Leadership Camp. She lives in Fishtown 
with her wife and cat and is originally from 
Denver. 

Trina Middleton
Trina Middleton’s objective in life has always 
been to serve others. She has worked 
with alumni volunteers, with high school 
and college students interested in being 
educators, and as a civil engineer. She is 
the director of the University of Pennsylvania 
alumni board services and also volunteers 
with organizations that focus on alumni, 
arts, and health care. Trina appreciates that 
the mission of Bread & Roses has always 
been to help sustain organizations that give 
a voice to those who’ve been ignored— 
something that may be more crucial now 
more than ever—and she is grateful for the 
opportunity to serve.

Julia Stone
Julia Stone is a microbiologist for the 
Philadelphia Water Department. Her social 
justice work has included organizing young 
people with wealth or class privilege to 
redistribute land, wealth, and power with 
Resource Generation and organizing 
tenants to fight back against unscrupulous 
landlords with Philly Socialists’ Solidarity 
Network. Julia believes that Bread & 
Roses’ focus on change, not charity, and 
democratic grantmaking moves power 
from people with money to people working 
for real change. She believes that board 
service with Bread & Roses will deepen her 
commitment to social justice. 
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Racial & Economic Justice Fund grantee New 
Sanctuary Movement (NSM) has held multiple 
trainings across the city for Sanctuary in the 
Streets, a new program to rapidly respond to 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
raids. NSM held its first action on February 14 
for a person who had been detained by ICE 
agents. Over 60 people responded within 20 
minutes and held a prayer vigil outside the 
Philadelphia ICE office. 

Racial & Economic Justice Fund 
grantees Asian Americans United, 
Earth Quaker Action Team, Juntos, 
NSM, and POWER held a march 
outside Philadelphia International 
Airport on January 29 after the 
announcement of the executive order 
banning immigration from seven 
predominantly Muslim countries. At 
the same time, Future Fund grantee 
Philly Coalition for REAL Justice and 
Opportunity Fund grantee Black and 
Brown Workers Collective organized 
a sit-in inside the airport, lifting up 
the experiences of Black and Brown 
immigrants resisting the ban. Over 

5,000 people are reported to have protested 
the ban at these two events that weekend.  

Phoebus Criminal Justice Initiative grantee 
1Love Movement officially filed an appeal 
against the repatriation agreement between 
the U.S. and Cambodia on January 31. The 
appeal aims to end deportations and reunite 
Cambodian refugee families. 

G R A N T S  I N  A C T I O N

C H A N G E ,  N O T  C H A R I T Y
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   facebook.com/ 
breadandroses

@breadrosesfund

@breadrosesfund

New Sanctuary Movement organizers lead volunteers in 
a Sanctuary in the Streets workshop.

LEAVE A LEGACY  
FOR JUSTICE

Please consider including 
Bread & Roses in your will, 
IRA, or estate plan and help 

to ensure that our work 
continues for generations  

to come.

Contact Casey Cook  
at 215.731.1107 ext. 203  

to learn more.


