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2014 Tribute to Change honors 
Citizens’ Commission to Investigate the FBI

In 1971, a courageous group of activistsstole documents from the FBI office in
Media, Pa., and sent them anonymously to

the press. Their objective was to uncover
evidence of FBI surveillance and intimidation
of civil rights and anti-war groups. The
documents they found sparked an
investigation into the FBI’s spying on
Americans and eventually led to greater
oversight of intelligence agencies.

The group called itself the Citizens’
Commission to Investigate the FBI, and the
members’ identities had been unknown until
several came forward in January, when a book
and film about the story were announced. 

Bread & Roses is honoring the group,
including members Bonnie Raines, John
Raines, and Keith Forsyth, at the Tribute to
Change in June. They will be receiving the
Paul Robeson Lifetime Achievement Award,
which is given to individuals who have made
outstanding contributions to social change
throughout their lifetimes.

Each year, the Tribute to Change brings
together donors, activists, and allies working
for real change in the Philadelphia region. The
annual celebration honors community leaders

who have made significant contributions to
movements for change.

The members of the Citizens’ Commission to
Investigate the FBI demonstrated extraordinary
dedication to a set of principles higher than the
law and inspired Bread & Roses to make
“Conscience and Freedom” the theme of this
year’s Tribute to Change. 

“Freedom depends upon the courage and
force of an independent conscience,” says
John Raines, who is now retired from a long
career as a professor of religion at Temple
University. “J. Edgar Hoover wanted to tame
conscience in the service of established
privilege and power. Massive surveillance and
campaigns of disinformation were his
weapons. To stop that we needed
whistleblowers, and we still need them today.”

Bonnie Raines says, “I did it because I
believe that each of us is responsible for
protecting democracy. Whistleblowers of all
generations, from our group in 1971 to
Edward Snowden, have gone to great lengths
to shine light on illegal and immoral actions
so that ‘we the people’ remain the final
arbiters of our democratic values.”

The 2014 Tribute to Change will be held on
Tuesday, June 24, at the National Museum of
American Jewish History. To learn more about
the Citizens’ Commission and other Tribute to
Change honorees, visit www.breadrosesfund.
org/  tribute-to-change.
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Citizens’
Commission 
to Investigate
the FBI 
Paul Robeson Lifetime
Achievement Award

This award is given to
individuals who have
made outstanding
contributions to social
change throughout their
lifetimes. 

Sue Osthoff
Trailblazer Award

This award is given to 
an outstanding leader in
community organizing
who has helped to pave
the way for others.

Resource
Generation,
Philadelphia
Chapter 
Robin Hood Was 
Right Award

This award is for an
individual or organization
making an outstanding
contribution to social
change philanthropy in
the Philadelphia region.

Mia-lia Kiernan 
Emerging Leader Award

This award is given to 
an individual who is
beginning to make their
mark as a community
organizer.

Decarcerate PA 
Community
Empowerment Award

This award is given to a
community organization,
union, or campaign that
has accomplished a
great deal for change,
not charity.
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Rick Baron
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JUST ICE IN IT IAT IVE
COMMITTEE
Pat Clark
Mary Kuhn
Lori Pompa
Miles Smith
Shelley Smith
Tyson Smith
Dana Valentine

LAX SCHOLARSHIP
COMMITTEE
Chris Bartlett                
Gloria Casarez 
Earl Driscoll
Petros Levounis            
Polly Hill O’Keefe

STAFF
Casey Cook
Maura Kelly
Caitlin Quigley

INTERNS/VOLUNTEERS
Malcolm Culleton
Clare Menzel
Xeno Washburne

LETTER  FROM THE  EXECUT IVE  D IRECTOR

On March 6, Bread & Roses convened 130
supporters to explore the devastating effects of
funding cuts to the Philadelphia School District.

The event began with Media Mobilizing Project’s
short film Our Schools are Not for Sale, followed by
small group discussions about the film and
attendees’ personal experiences. Afterwards, a
panel of education activists — including two
teachers, two students, a parent, and a policy
expert — shared how funding cuts and school
closures have directly impacted their schools and
communities. 

Sharron Snyder, a high school senior and organizer
with Philadelphia Student Union, addressed the
actions that students have taken to protest the
cuts, including a citywide walkout last May that
included about 2,000 students. “Because of the
walkout, I felt like my voice was finally being heard,”
Snyder said. “I felt so powerful.”

The panel also addressed the dubious reform
policies imposed on the district by outside
interests. “They hop from city to city and implement
the same type of reforms,” said history teacher
Brendon Jobs of the consultants, philanthropists,
and other private citizens who have emerged to
manage the city’s ailing school system. 

After the panel, the audience heard from David

Lapp, a staff attorney at the Education Law Center,
and Kia Hinton, a parent activist and organizer with
ACTION United. Lapp told the crowd about filing
lawsuits to get fair funding and increase charter
school accountability, while Hinton emphasized the
need for communities to push for more funding but
also ensure equitable distribution.

Dawn Hawkins, mother of a North Philadelphia
middle schooler, summed up the situation: “These
budget cuts are breaking our children down, but
these are my babies and I have to protect them.”

The forum stressed the magnitude and urgency of
the education crisis in Philadelphia and highlighted
the importance of social justice supporters fighting
for good schools.

Dear friends,

It’s been a very exciting spring at
Bread & Roses. As you’ll read below,
we hosted a community forum on
education in early March. For
someone like me who’s not in our

schools every day, it was an important opportunity
to hear directly from people who are witnessing
the consequences of the draconian budget cuts.
Their stories resonated deeply with me, and their
calls to action inspired many who attended to join
the fight for education justice.

In mid-March, the Phoebus Criminal Justice
Initiative committee (featured on page 3) gathered
at Bread & Roses to decide on this year’s grant
recipients. As usual, it was a lot of fun to support
the committee in their decision making and learn
about new groups in our region that are doing
amazing work to reform the broken criminal justice
system. You can look forward to reading about the
new batch of Phoebus grantees in our next
newsletter.

I’m happy to announce that Bread & Roses is
welcoming several new members to our Community
Grantmaking Committee (CGC). The CGC is made
up of activists, organizers, and donors all working
for real change in the Philadelphia region. They use
a consensus-based process to decide which
community groups receive grants through our
Racial & Economic Justice Fund and Future Fund.

We’re also busy preparing for the 2014 Tribute to
Change on June 24, which is shaping up to be a
fantastic event. You can learn about our incredibly
courageous Paul Robeson Lifetime Achievement
Award honorees in the cover story of this issue.
Please help us celebrate all of our honorees by
becoming a sponsor or buying tickets to join us at
the event. I look forward to seeing you there.

In solidarity,

Casey Cook
executive director

Casey Cook
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Students and educators share stories at community forum 

A panel of students, teachers, and parents at
a community forum in March discussed issues
facing Philadelphia schools. 

On Phoebe Valentine’s 50th birthday, she
called together 10 friends and gave them
each $5,000 to give away. “They called it
the birthday project,” recalls Phoebe’s
longtime friend Mary Kuhn. Although
Phoebe passed away in 1995, “it was her
hope that her children would become
interested in philanthropy, and they did,”
says Kuhn.

In 2000, Phoebe’s family sought Bread &
Roses’ help in administering their family
foundation. Phoebe’s children decided to
focus their grantmaking on a neglected
area, criminal justice reform, and they
partnered with Bread & Roses to create
the Phoebus Criminal Justice Initiative to
meet that need.

Since then, 66 organizations working to
change the criminal justice system have
received grants totaling $785,000 through
the Phoebus Criminal Justice Initiative.
Bread & Roses provides all administrative
support, but decisions on grants are made
jointly by family members and criminal
justice reform activists. Noting the increase
in applications over the years, Phoebe’s
daughter Dana Valentine says, “We’re the
go-to funders. We’ve consistently funded

this for a while now and we’ve seen
organizations in all different phases of their
development.”

In November, Johns “Doc” Hopkins,
Phoebe’s husband at the time of her
death, passed away. Kuhn describes him
as being a guiding spirit for the Phoebus
Criminal Justice Initiative. “Doc didn’t have
a closed mind to anything,” remembers his
stepdaughter Dana Valentine. After
Phoebe’s death, Doc married Mary
Hopkins, who notes, “As the children have
grown, Doc’s joy really came from seeing
their participation and from them showing
such a commitment.”

The Phoebus Criminal Justice Initiative
is a very unique partnership. “We’ve been
really happy focusing on systemic change
rather than direct service,” says Kuhn, 
who is a trustee. “We also hoped that it
would become a model for other small
trusts and funders to join with Bread &
Roses.” That hope is already being
realized, with the Saba Chai Five Family
Foundation partnering with Bread & Roses
in 2012 to grant $40,000 through the
Latino Organizing Fund.

Family foundation partners with Bread & Roses to grant $785,000 since 2000

D O N O R  P R O F I L E

“Driver’s licenses are a human rights
issue,” says Desi Burnette, an organizer
with Media Mobilizing Project. “Not only
because of mobility, but also because they
allow people to get to work or access health
care. For many immigrants, these needs
can be met only by being able to drive.”

Last January, Media Mobilizing Project
received a Latino Organizing Fund grant for
a campaign called Fight for Driver’s
Licenses. The grant made it possible for
the campaign to expand beyond
Philadelphia and establish immigrant
organizing committees in Harrisburg and
Easton. In May 2013, activists from all
three cities converged on the state
legislature, drawing the attention of several
representatives. 

The effort resulted in the introduction of HB
1648, a bill that would enable

undocumented immigrants to obtain state-
issued licenses and access the
opportunities associated with them. 

“Representative Mark Cohen not only
agreed to sponsor the bill but also let us
write it,” Burnette explains. “So we were
able to write it so that immigrants get the
same licenses as everyone else and don’t
have to reveal that they are
undocumented.” 

Now that the bill has been introduced, Fight
for Driver’s Licenses will focus on
supporting the legislation and continuing to
increase the campaign’s membership.

“We formed a statewide council in
December,” says Burnette, “and this spring
we’re connecting with folks in cities like
Hazelton, Wilkes-Barre, and Norristown.
We’ve come a long way, but we’re focused
on expanding even more.”

Media Mobilizing Project and the Fight for Driver’s Licenses

Phoebus Criminal Justice Initiative
committee members (left to right): Tyson
Smith, Phoebe Edalatpour, Zoe Edalatpour,
Shelley Smith, Dana Valentine (in front),
Mary Kuhn, Miles Smith, and Pat Clark.
Not pictured: Lori Pompa.

Fight for Drivers’ Licenses campaign
members participate in an immigrants’
rights rally in Washington, D.C. in 
April 2013.

Bequest Announcement
Bread & Roses is honored to announce a
bequest from the estate of Herbert
Ostroff. Ostroff, who lived in Bala Cynwyd,
passed away in March 2013 at age 97.
Ostroff’s daughter, Susan Bartow, says
that her father was a lifetime champion of
Bread & Roses’ work and showed his
commitment by donating consistently
every year since 1985. His $5,000
bequest will be used to support
community grantmaking. 

To learn how to include Bread & Roses in
your will, contact Casey Cook at
215.731.1107, ext. 203.

G R A N T E E  S P O T L I G H T
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Campaign to Take Back Vacant Land, a Racial
& Economic Justice Fund grantee, successfully
urged City Council to pass a bill in January
creating a land bank for Philadelphia’s vacant
properties. The land bank will be implemented
this year, and Campaign to Take Back Vacant
Land — a coalition representing 50 community
groups — will monitor the implementation to
ensure that communities have a voice in how
local properties are redeveloped.

In March, Latino Organizing Fund grantees 
New Sanctuary Movement of Philadelphia and
JUNTOS testified at City Council’s public hearing
on the collaboration between federal immigration
officials and city police. As a result of the
meeting, Mayor Nutter issued an executive order
to end most collaborations.

Restaurant Opportunities Center (ROC) Philly, a
Racial & Economic Justice Fund grantee, has
been helping workers at South Philadelphia
restaurant Chickie’s and Pete’s organize against
wage theft in the form of tips stolen by the
owner. Their efforts paid off in February when
workers won back more than $8 million from the
restaurant in two separate lawsuits. 

Thanks to the organizing efforts of POWER
(Philadelphians Organized to Witness, Empower
and Rebuild), a Racial and Economic Justice
Fund grantee, officials are considering an
extension of the city’s living wage requirement to
cover thousands of subcontracted workers at
Philadelphia International Airport. The issue will
be settled by a ballot referendum on May 20.

G R A N T S  I N  A C T I O N
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The Philadelphia Building
1315 Walnut Street Suite 1300
Philadelphia, PA 19107
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Bread & Roses community fund

SAVE THE DATE
June 24

National Museum of
American Jewish History

FUNDS AND PROGRAMS
Racial & Economic Justice Fund  •  Future Fund  •  Phoebus Criminal Justice Initiative  •  Opportunity Fund
One Percent Fund  •  Donor-Advised Programs  •  Jonathan Lax Scholarship Fund  •  Barbara Smith Community School

Executive director Bishop Dwayne Royster
advocates in March for City Council to
include POWER on a committee to enforce
minimum wage laws.
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Philadelphia to host
2015 U.S. Social Forum
In September 2013, Bread & Roses
awarded an Opportunity Fund grant to
a coalition led by Asians American
United, Poor People’s Economic
Human Rights Campaign, and
Disabled in Action to advocate for 
the 2015 U.S. Social Forum to be
held in Philadelphia. In December,
Philadelphia was chosen as the first
site for the third U.S. Social Forum.
The goal of the forum is to be “a
space to come up with the peoples’
solutions to the economic and
ecological crisis.”

Join our online community:

facebook.com/
breadandroses

@breadrosesfund


