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Beyond marriage equality

W here were you when you found
out that the Supreme Court
guaranteed marriage equality

throughout the United States? Chris
Bartlett, executive director of William Way
LGBT Community Center, was helping to
plan the city of Philadelphia’s celebration
of the historic announcement. “We were
in very good spirits,” he recalled. “As in
any great moment, to feel like you’re living
in the midst of history is very inspiring.”
Spontaneous celebrations filled the
streets on that June afternoon.

The landmark Supreme Court ruling
marked a huge victory for the LGBT rights
movement. “The marriage equality win
relied on decades of hard work in LGBT

civil rights and liberation,” Bartlett noted.
“Movements are made up of their earlier
manifestations building momentum for the
future.” Today, 60% of Americans support
same-sex marriage, according to the most
recent Gallup poll. As recently as 2001,
only 35% of Americans supported same-
sex marriage.

Elicia Gonzales, executive director of
GALAEI, a queer Latino/a social justice
organization, also reflected on how this
victory was accomplished. “There was a
nationwide push with this fairly single-
issue focus for many years, plus
seemingly endless resources,” she said.
“It was really just a matter of time until
the nation caught up with individual states
that had been pushing for some time.”

Now that same-sex marriage is legal
everywhere, many same-sex couples are
getting married and enjoying additional
legal and social benefits that had been
previously unattainable. “Marriage equality
was important,” said Gonzales, who is
getting married in September, “and
hopefully it will open more doors for other
LGBT issues to go front and center.”

The fight for full LGBT equality is far from
over. In Pennsylvania, there is no law
protecting people from employment or
housing discrimination on the basis of 
sexual orientation or gender identity. You
can still be fired for being gay. In addition
to facing discrimination in housing,
workplaces, and health care facilities,
LGBT people experience high levels of
homelessness and violence. A report
released in August by Valley Youth House
found that 54% of homeless youth in
Philadelphia identify as LGBTQ. The

federal Office for Victims of Crime
reported in 2014 that 50% of
transgender people are sexually abused
or assaulted at some point in their lives.

According to Bartlett, trans liberation,
economic justice, and discrimination
protection are top priorities in the pursuit
of LGBT equality, along with school
reform. “Without good school systems, we
end up with homophobia and racism,” he
said. “I see LGBT equality as a piece of
the puzzle in many liberation movements.
It intersects with racial justice and
economic justice. It’s important to
recognize it in that context.”

Now that marriage equality has been
achieved, there’s been a blossoming of
cross-issue organizing, Gonzales said: “I
want all of our issues to be funded in the
way that they need to be. There is no
justice until there’s justice for all of us.”
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Transgender activists march as part of the
50th anniversary of the first Annual
Reminder protest for LGBT rights outside
Independence Hall.

Two young people celebrate marriage
equality in Center City on June 26, the
day of the Supreme Court announcement. 
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Locally and globally, there are certain things that
are universal,” said Tina Rodin, staff member at
Philadelphia FIGHT, a comprehensive HIV/AIDS
organization in Philadelphia. “People are
stigmatized, isolated, and rejected from their
families and communities because of HIV status
everywhere in the world.” In 2013, Philadelphia
FIGHT board member Bishop Ernest McNear was
doing work in Ghana through his church and had
started integrating HIV/AIDS education. Soon after,
Philadelphia FIGHT developed an official
partnership with the Ghana AIDS Commission in
an area where 250,000 people are living with HIV.

The work in Ghana focuses on community
education, particularly through faith communities.
“We partnered with the Ghana AIDS Commission
to do seminars in prayer camps,” Rodin said. The
seminars bring hospital workers and faith leaders
into the same space with the goal of reducing
stigma around HIV status and offering testing
and treatments.

Many Philadelphia FIGHT staff members were
inspired by the work in Ghana. “The way we
could best support them was through financial
contributions, so we made it a giving option for
FIGHT staff through payroll deductions,” Rodin
said. Last year, the funds enabled the Ghana

AIDS Commission to increase the number of
communities served, employ 25 peer educators,
and administer HIV testing to more than 12,000
people.

Philadelphia FIGHT decided to establish the donor-
advised End AIDS in Ghana Fund at Bread & Roses
to raise more funds for the Ghana AIDS
Commission. “We want to remind people that this
is a global crisis that’s not isolated,” Rodin said.
“We’re making a connection between something
that feels meaningful here and there, and we’re
providing meaningful support.”

Dear friends,

It’s an exciting time of year at Bread
& Roses, with the Tribute to Change
coming up on Thursday, October 1.
Our theme this year, environmental
justice, is timely and important. See

the enclosed insert to learn about our amazing
honorees and the work they’re doing, and then join
us on October 1 to celebrate their victories, which
truly benefit us all.

On page 3, we’ve profiled Poor People’s Economic
Human Rights Campaign and their work convening
the U.S. Social Forum in June. Following that,
we’re introducing three fantastic new board
members: Jill Feldstein, Jennifer Jordan, and DJ
Thornton. They’re familiar faces in the Bread &
Roses community, and I greatly appreciate that
they are deepening their commitment by joining
the board. 

Below, we’re showcasing the new End AIDS in
Ghana Fund, a partnership between Bread & Roses
and Philadelphia FIGHT that builds connections and
supports work to end the AIDS crisis in Ghana. It’s
an exciting new way to support movements for
change beyond the Philadelphia area.

The cover story explores what brought us to June's
exciting victory for marriage equality while
recognizing that much work remains to achieve
justice for LGBT people. On a personal note, on
September 6, I married my partner of 11 years,
Shauna Swartz, here in Philadelphia surrounded by
friends and family. We are excited about marriage
equality while remaining committed to full LGBT
liberation.

Sincerely,

Casey Cook
Executive Director

Casey Cook
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D O N O R  P R O F I L E

End AIDS in Ghana Fund established at Bread & Roses

Philadelphia FIGHT representatives and Ghana
AIDS Commission staff members hosted an
educational seminar in Ghana in March 2014 to
bring together faith leaders and people living
with HIV.
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Amy  L au ra  Cahn
T R A I L B L A Z E R  AWA R D
Amy Laura Cahn is a staff attorney at the
Public Interest Law Center, where she works
primarily on environmental justice. Through 
a 2011 Skadden Fellow ship, Amy Laura
launched the Garden Justice Legal Initiative,
which uses law and organizing to support
Phila del phia community gardens and farms.
Since 2012 Amy Laura has also worked with
the Eastwick Friends & Neighbors Coalition
to ensure residents a meaningful and
equitable voice in the future of their
environmentally vulnerable neighborhood. 
A graduate of University of Pennsylvania 
Law School and Hunter College, Amy Laura
currently serves as an appointed member 
to the Philadelphia Mayor’s Food Policy
Advisory Council and on the boards of the
Neighborhood Gardens Trust and Bread &
Roses Community Fund.

Mi t ch  Chan i n
E M E R G I N G  L E A D E R  AWA R D
Mitch Chanin serves on the steering
committee of 350 Philly, an organization that
fights for the solutions to the climate crisis
that science and justice demand. Born and
raised in Northeast Philadelphia, Mitch has
worked with a wide variety of social justice
organizations as a volunteer and a paid
organizer for 19 years. He served for 10
years as the executive director of the Jewish
Dialogue Group, an organization that
fostered constructive conversation within
Jewish communities around the world about
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Now Mitch
holds part-time administrative jobs so that
he has the time and flexibility to contribute
in a variety of ways to the climate justice
movement.

Environmental Justice
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Caring for the environment, our common home, concerns us all—
yet mainstream environmental discourse often excludes the
hardest hit communities. How we approach pollution, toxic waste,
sustainable energy, water, green space, and climate change can
reinforce longstanding economic and racial disparities. The effects
on families and communities are devastating.

Locally, grassroots organizers have been sounding the alarm for
years—and making real change. They’ve built urban farms and won

legal reforms. They’ve stood up to corporations, banks, developers,
and government officials. Now more than ever, the fight for
environmental justice connects us as people and as movements.

This year’s Tribute to Change honors organizers in the Philadelphia
region who have worked tirelessly to reverse the effects of
environmental racism and build spaces where environmental
justice can flourish. Meet our honorees and join us to celebrate
their achievements on October 1.

Iris Brown and Tomasita Romero

Amy Laura Cahn Mitch Chanin

I r i s  B r own  and  Tomas i t a  Rome r o  
PA U L  R O B E S O N  L I F E T I M E  A C H I E V E M E N T  AWA R D
Lifelong activists Iris Brown and Tomasita Romero founded Grupo Motivos, a collective of
Puerto Rican women that worked with West Kensington residents in the 1980s to establish
the Norris Square gardens. These women reclaimed blighted vacant land in their
neighborhood that had been utilized as an open drug market and created beautiful community
gardens that are treasured by neighborhood residents. Now part of Norris Square
Neighborhood Project, the gardens showcase Puerto Rican culture, provide communal
gathering spaces, and create service and recreational opportunities for local youth.
Community members cook meals in the outdoor kitchen, host neighborhood events, and grow
vegetables, traditional herbs, and flowers in the gardens. After decades of organizing their
community, Iris and Tomasita continue to envision new ways to celebrate Puerto Rican culture
through horticulture.



Ea r t h  Quake r  
A c t i o n  Team
C O M M U N I T Y  
E M P OW E R M E N T  AWA R D
Earth Quaker Action Team (EQAT) is a
grassroots, nonviolent social action group
that joins millions of people around the world
fighting for a just and sustainable economy.
EQAT was founded by Quakers but is inclusive
of people of all faiths or no faith. After five
years of escalating direct actions, EQAT
recently succeeded in convincing the
executives of PNC Bank to divest from
mountaintop removal coal mining. Now EQAT
is challenging energy corporations, starting
with PECO, to create jobs and benefit low-
income communities of color by shifting to
locally generated solar rooftop power for
electricity.

Eas tw i c k  F r i e nd s  &
Ne i ghbo r s  Coa l i t i o n
C O M M U N I T Y  
E M P OW E R M E N T  AWA R D
Community empowerment defines what
Eastwick Friends & Neighbors Coalition
(EFNC) has achieved in its first three years.
EFNC is a grassroots coalition of Eastwick
residents and stakeholders whose mission is
to improve the quality of life for residents of
Eastwick, ensure optimal environmental and
ecological quality for Eastwick, and increase
Eastwick’s economic growth and vitality.
Eastwick residents endure chronic flooding
and pollution from nearby oil refineries, the
international airport, and I-95. EFNC has
mobilized the Eastwick community to assert
itself in calling for current and historical
environmental injustices to be addressed 
and in demanding that residents be given 
an active role in shaping the future of the
community.

Each year at the Tribute to Change, Bread & Roses Community Fund honors local activists who
spark collective movements to advance visions of a more just society. People who care about
social justice in the Philadelphia region gather to connect with each other, celebrate recent
victories, and help fund the next chapter of the story of grassroots change.

Funds raised from the Tribute to Change will be used to support Bread & Roses’ programs in
the upcoming year: giving grants to local grassroots organizations, expanding the training
offered to community groups, and convening coalitions to build more power for real change.

To purchase tickets, become a sponsor, or place an advertisement in the program book, call
Bread & Roses at 215.731.1107 or visit breadrosesfund.org.

PHOTOS :  GRAL IN  HUGHES
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Earth Quaker Action Team

Eastwick Friends & Neighbors Coalition

2015 Tribute to Change
Thursday, October 1, 5:30 to 8:00 p.m. 
National Museum of American Jewish History



“Our political education is
the thing we are the most
proud of,” said Cheri
Honkala, organizer with
Poor People’s Economic
Human Rights Campaign
(PPEHRC), a Racial &
Economic Justice Fund
grantee. “While doing
housing takeovers and
setting up homeless
encampments, the key
thing is that poor and
homeless people are
central to our leadership
and to everything we do.”
Honkala is formerly homeless and has been
involved with the organization since its early
days as the Kensington Welfare Rights Union.
What started as a small neighborhood group
to help poor families later extended to other
parts of the city and then the country to
organize poor communities.

This past June, PPEHRC was an anchor host
of the U.S. Social Forum in Philadelphia. The
forum offered many in-depth workshops
known as Peoples’ Movement Assemblies on

issues such as Black Lives Matter, gender
justice, homelessness, disability rights,
immigration, labor, and environmental
justice. Dozens of Bread & Roses grantee
groups and allies were involved in the
historic event. Activists from across the
country came to Philadelphia to participate,
but the event also served as an important
cross-issue convening for organizers in
Philadelphia, who decided to continue
working together after the event was over.

Honkala predicts that there will be a strong
effort to make poor and homeless people
disappear during the Pope’s visit and the
Democratic National Convention. PPEHRC is
working on ways to keep people safe and
housed, but also politicized, in that process.
To that end, they will hold a March for Our
Lives on opening day of the Democratic
National Convention in July 2016. Honkala
recalled the work of past movements in the
face of current crises impacting homeless
people and people of color: “It’s our
responsibility to take a page from our
ancestors and say, ‘I’m filling a historic role in
this process’ — which is to do what Bread &
Roses has always talked about: change, and
not charity.”

Poor People’s Economic Human Rights Campaign
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Leave a legacy for justice
Please consider including Bread &
Roses in your will, IRA, or estate plan
and help to ensure that our work
continues for generations to come.

Contact Casey Cook at 215.731.1107
ext. 203 to learn more.

G R A N T E E  P R O F I L E

J i l l
Fe l d s t e i n
Jill Feldstein is 
a longtime
community
organizer with
experience
leading coalitions
to win resources for low-income families,
registering and mobilizing tens of thousands
of voters, and developing the skills of
community members to lead campaigns. 
She is the director of the Penn Center for
Community Health Workers, a growing
organization that hires and trains residents of
West and Southwest Philadelphia to support
high-risk patients of Penn Medicine. Jill
believes that Bread & Roses is a unique
grassroots institution in the Philadelphia
region and is excited to help sustain vital
movements and cultivate the next generation
of organizing leadership.

Je nn i f e r
Jo r dan
Jennifer Jordan is
a policy wonk
who’s passion -
ate about health
equity, social
transformation,
and data analysis. She has worked in a
variety of settings, including labor unions and
state agencies. Jennifer is a consultant to
state Medicaid agencies, Medicaid health
plans, and safety net providers. While her
paid work is currently focused outside the
Philadelphia region, she sees serving on the
board of Bread & Roses as an opportunity to
invest her time, talents, and resources in
supporting social change in her community.
Jennifer lives in South Philadelphia with her
partner, Rose, and their son, Levi.

DJ
Tho r n t on
DJ Thornton is 
a not-for-profit
leader with a
Master of
Business
Administration
degree and 15 years of experience in
community development. His expertise
includes operations, communications and
public relations, financial management, and
volunteer leadership. DJ’s work focuses on
education and economic development for
low-income, low-wealth, and diverse
communities, with a particular emphasis on
children and young adults. In addition to
being a board member, DJ also serves on
Bread & Roses’ Community Grantmaking
Committee. DJ is a mentor to African-
American male high school students and
volunteers with several community
organizations throughout the area. DJ is a
dad, a coach, and a fan of the underdog.

MEE T  OUR  N EW  BOARD  MEMBERS

U.S. Social Forum attendees walk down Broad Street in June
in the March From Austerity to Prosperity.
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In February, current and former grantees won a
multi-year campaign for legislation mandating
businesses in Philadelphia with 10 or more
employees to provide paid sick leave. New
Sanctuary Movement, Restaurant
Opportunities Center, POWER, Philadelphia
Student Union, Taxi Workers Alliance, Jobs
with Justice, and JUNTOS were all involved in
this very important victory, which will impact up
to 200,000 local workers.

Future Fund grantee Girls Justice League held
a week-long summer institute in July that brought
together 17 teenaged girls and two peer
facilitators from across the region to build skills
and strategies for advancing gender and racial
justice in their schools and neighborhoods. 

The Pennsylvania Revictimization Relief Act, also
known as the “Muzzle Mumia Act,” which
censored freedom of speech for incarcerated
people, was overturned in federal court in April
thanks to Phoebus Criminal Justice Initiative
grantee Prison Radio.

Racial & Economic Justice Fund grantee Urban
Creators hosted their annual Hoodstock Festival
on July 25 at the Life Do Grow Farm in North
Philadelphia to build youth power and transform

neglected landscapes into food hubs, social
enterprises, and models of urban sustainability.
Hoodstock was attended by more than 600
people, including artists, neighbors, and local
business owners.

On July 11, Phoebus Criminal Justice Initiative
grantee JUNTOS organized a rally and concert at
the Berks Family Detention Center, where some
families that include infants have been detained
for over a year under abusive conditions. The
event was part of a national week of action to
end family detention. 

G R A N T S  I N  A C T I O N

C H A N G E ,  N O T  C H A R I T Y

The Philadelphia Building
1315 Walnut Street, Suite 1300
Philadelphia, PA 19107
215.731.1107 phone
215.731.0453 fax
breadrosesfund.org
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SAVE THE DATE!
Thursday, October 1, 2015

5:30 to 8 p.m.

National Museum of 
American Jewish History

This year’s theme is
ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE.

See inside to find out who the
honorees are!

FUNDS AND PROGRAMS
Racial & Economic Justice Fund  •  Future Fund  •  Phoebus Criminal Justice Initiative  •  Opportunity Fund
One Percent Fund  •  Donor-Advised Programs  •  Jonathan Lax Scholarship Fund  •  Barbara Smith Community School
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facebook.com/
breadandroses

@breadrosesfund

JUNTOS members held a concert and rally
at Berks Family Detention Center in
Leesport in July.


